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distinctly before the human mind, has already done
much to help towards its solution. On the other
hand, Neo-Platonism itself was not able to reach such
a solution. It set the two terms in such absolute
opposition that a true synthesis or reconciliation of
them was impossible. It altogether separated the
Infinite from the finite; or, if it tried to mediate
between them by means of the intelligence and the
world-soul, yet as it regarded even the world-soul as
belonging entirely to the intelligible world, it could
not conceive it as descending into the world of sense
and matter, or as reconciling the world of sense and
matter with the divine. Its last word was escape,
not reconciliation, the deliverance of the soul from the
bonds of finitude, and not the conversion of the finite
itself into the organ and manifestation of the
infinite. Hence, when brought in relation to
Christianity, Neo-Platonism became an influence in
favour of dualism. It tended to break the unity of
life and thought which Christianity sought to establish,
or at least to limit and make imperfect the recon-
ciliation which Christianity sought to attain^

Tet, even so, it discharged a very useful office. In
the region of spirit a victory won too easily is of little
value. An optimism established without any diffi-
culty becomes worse than any pessimism: an idealism
that has not entered into all the differences and
antagonisms of the real is futile. Even Christianity